8o                   MY  MEMOIRS
those days, by reproducing a correspondence that I had with my old master Stosch.
"KIEL, 21. xii, 1895,
" SCHWANENWEG 2$.
" YOUR EXCELLENCY,
" I have the honour to request you most dutifully to inform me whether the following argument agrees with the views and the long experience of Your Excellency.
" It deals in the main with the question as to whether a larger concentration of the maritime interests of the Empire is to be attempted than heretofore, and whether the Admiralty (Reicks-Marine-Amt) is to be selected as the centre of crystallization. If I estimate correctly the policy that Your Excellency pursued in this matter as Chief of the Admiralty, then Your Excellency proceeded on the above lines. Regarded from the historical point of view, it is the standpoint adopted by Colbert and Richelieu in their day, when they were engaged in extending the power and economic sphere of France in this direction. If this object were obtained for Germany, then the growth of individual interests would lead again to disintegration. Up to 1866 our maritime interests were completely prostrated: sea-trade, export industry, trans-Atlantic colonies, sea-fisheries, Germanism abroad, the navy. All that survived of these had the character of a ' parasitic existence.' A great deal of this issue still remains. In my view Germany will swiftly sink from her position as a great Power in the coming century if these maritime interests are not brought to the forefront energetically, systematically, and without loss of time. In no small degree also because there lies in this new great national task, and the economic